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International S&T cooperation funded by NSFC: analysis of papers from Web of Science
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Abstract

Based on web of science data, this article analyzes the funding effect of NSFC by reviewing the o-

verall characteristics and trend of two countries and three countries international cooperation funded by NS-
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FC, and the input-output of NSFC. The data showed that under the diversified fund support patterns, NS-
FC is the main channel for the basic research in China. With the increase of NSFC investment, the number
of papers in international S& T cooperation is increasing. We also found that the NSFC international coop-
eration research projects have less moderating effect on the total international cooperation papers. In addi-
tion, the cooperation of three countries is not stable while the cooperation between the developed countries
is increasing. It is suggested to sort out the international evaluation weights of NSFC projects. The NSFC
international cooperation research projects should be definitely positioned and seek the innovation and per-
fection of funding model. At the same time the cooperation with “The Belt and Road” countries and multi-

national cooperation should be increased especially to maintain stability.
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